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Common-weaſlrh 


ENGLAND. 


| The Humble Petition of John Lilburn 
Eſquire, Priſoner in Newgate. 


SHEWETH, 
. — Hat your Petitioners ſufferings have bin ſo ma- 
dy and ſo ertream, beth for injuſtice and eru- 
{3%:; elty, That it aſtoniſheth his Underſtanding 
do confider, that amidſta Generation pre- 


tending ſo ſtrongly to piety, nghteouſneſs, 
juſtice and — — the 
Captive, and to fer the opprefled free; It 
ſhould be his portion nevertheleſs, to be continually oppre ſſed, 
and bis life and blood thirſted after, and that wit heut any reali 
cauſe at all, as through Gods goodneſs hath hitherto manifeſtly 
appeared in his wonderfull deliverances. In ſo much, that not- 
withſtanding, the uſuall crimes laid to his charge, have been, ei- 
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ther ſedition, fellowſhip ot treaſon ; and proſecutel. yi. 
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greaceſt violence and craft, that wicked men in power con 
trive (ycaeven upon cryall for his life, denying hi a all the orivi 
Iedges of che Law, cha: was never denicd before to the brow < 
of Traytors: yet through an Al-nighty ove:-ruling provid 
of che Lord, che conſt int ad ſace Rock of his ſalvition, the fi] 
ever at yet, hath been but x clear manifeſtation of thei: bia. "ny 
centiom to wards him, and of his innocency aud up ig une! — 
that their m lice againſt him, hath not proc: e ed tor yy 
done in the leaſt by him againſt che public, bat tort, zeal 
gainſ all :yranous pract ces in moe er, and his futheul af 
fe. ions to thAtb:riies of his nxt ive and dear Covatrey; in hs 
worſt of times wichour any th: lealt It iggering. A 24 Mouph = 
trouble bei: under it preſenc, be as cauſlels 20 groundlets js — 
of che former; yet huth it = face of danger towards him. 2 
threarnins u evec, and chat not onely in reſpe t, he crys] ml 
of his a4vecſacies is (till the ſame; but alſo ia regatd o etror of 
moſt mem a1decitandings, ſwaying i en to an ver te, cen e. 
ſteem of A; of Pirlia ne: , though never ſo apourvt'y unjaſt 
in themselves, and controcy to the non and geclated duft 
of the people confet red don then : and 70 the k10wn 
aud declared indir ent ai. Laws of Engi. d com ined and cleaps 
ly exe A:d in the petiri a of Rg , Weuch eren to pariliel 
chemelves ought d e the ruſe 41, 8:t+1, and whichin the lex 
chey oug lt not co 746; eg across“ upon: ye * LIMes by p 
the contrary buth fte dera leen, w 50 eby the hees of the moſt 
aſt and godly men have bern t) fun ly: Xen awzy in Eng. 
land; 24 by vue nate. he + dt u tees there 1s an intention 
now to deſtroy uu. Athon ah ically w.cnout any juſt ground of 
fhadog iu L or teiſon. Bac conndently hoping chat he is un- 
der a ſapream Authority, that ate not bis nge ged adverſatiei(u 
moſt of the farmer were, and who againſt che ught of nature and 
rexſon, raade theinſel / es his ſudges alſo) and that cannot be 
drawn, either to approve, or to by.» Glent or inſenſible, it the fight 
of ſuch [nares vii ly lai it“ ee mnocent and upright ; on 
that will ſuffer his we 12 | -1eng2red upon ſo flight in zc- 
compt, as never ac in England, (yeain che hole W 
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Ance that peofefſed common honeſty, Law or juſtice ) ever wis, 
dach thence received incouragement to intteat your ſerious 
corfideration, of every cireumſtarce inducing the late Parliament 
to the making of theſe haſty and incor ſidcrate reſolves, or votes 
of Puliament, ! whereby, by comn. on ſime and not ot het wile. 
they voted him to pay 7000 7, fine, and te go into perpetrail 
baniſhment And to be taken 25 a fellon whenever he ſhe uld re- 
turn, ) and to jndge im partially, whether any part there of, or all 
joyned together, can make a crirze, which in tt e eye of tte Law 
of England can jull y entitle or denomirate any t an a ſeilor, and 
for which death were 2 joſt puriſt nem, Tt.c utmeſt they laid 
to his charge, being t hat he ſhou'd be of Courcel with Mr. I. 5h 
Primoce, in a Petłion that faith, Sir Artur Haſlerig bad cver- 
awed the Committee at Haberdoſters Hal, co give a falſe Iudge- 
went contrary tothe plain cviderce hetore them; The drawir g 
of which Per it ion the laic Mr. Primate freed your Peticioper 
from, at the very Buri of che Parlian.ert Houſe, zd avowed the 
Petition for his own, 28 alſo the prircing of it by hit owe. eye 
ciall O:der ; ſo t hat all, chat at meſt t hat can be laid to y our Pe- 
titionets charge, bout alli ai buſineſs tat it may be cor jectu- 
ted, (and no more) he was votedro beniſb ment (ſor that act 
apo which as a tellun he is now impriſont d by the Lord Maior 
of Landen, being made after } is cepaiture ſtem Lasdes, ard 
which he rever ſee, ner heard of in all His life, till he red it ina 
Nc Rook in f: rdam, ) cculd at n ct be nothing elſe , but 
for his being at courcel with his Ci ent the ſaid Mr. Primate, or 
for deliverirg at the Parliament door ſome Of Mr Primates 
printed Petitions , before the Originall written Copy 
could be got read in the Houſe; although the do- 
ing tbr ef was Ta one ly pie bable means tO get 
the origin?! petition publiquely read in the Houſe, Ard it be 
«Riſe of del: etinꝑ Priricd petit ions at the Parliament Coor, 
frecke orig nal wen Copy could be gat publiquely te: d in 
the Pꝛthamept Houſe, was as common and 0161nary a thing, as 
for people to evte when they were fung; ail which had it 
legally in rhe leaſt been indcavoured to be proſecuted agairſt 
your Petitioner, 25 it never was (the report upon which the 
pirliament grounded there Laſly Votes, being got truely bat 


B 2 partially 
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.. fal t 1 & pms feting hen | IA 
* partially and fallely made, av by ſome icing then in the Hane 
1 the bu neſſe at the Committee, he hath — os 
ly informed ) oc bad he been heard in his own defence wy 
any charge before he was Vored aguinſt. (as he never wa jv 
he leſt ) yer he humbly conceives it not only falls fi. hore 
ether of death, or of baniſhment ; Or ſuch an unhesrd of : 
Y . a3 7060 |, or of the manifold dangers and wiſeryes, that be — 


I the 


3 his poor family have been conſtantly afflicted wit hall, duti 
hole tĩme of hu being beyond the Seas; as thac in aj the de 
Klated Laws of Ergland there will not the leſt ſhaddow or 

poniſhment be found for ſo being of Counce!l, an 4, deli. 
vering a Printed Verition, which is the ntmoſt of crimes thy; "ul 
be laid co your Pecitioners Charge, or is laia to bim, for which 
it can be immagined the ſaid cruel Votes or Reſvlyes ef baniſh. 
mem, & e. paſt againſt bim, as by the Printed Proceedings of the 
Pirlument upon the Petition and appeal of Jofich Prin, of 
Landes Leatherſeller doth appear, a true Copy of which wiz f, 
printed by the Parſtaments Printer is here unto aonexeg, 
Upon all which conſideratiom your Petioner bombly imren 
that his Life, and good Nime, bis Wife, his inocett and mal 
Babes, Parents and rejations with the Liberties, ani Frede, 
of ENGLAND, and the preſervation of a good Conſciency * 
your ſelves may be more preicons in your eſtee ne, then to de 
hazarded upon fo groundleſs, yet cruel and bloady Votes, or any 
ching depending thererpon, of a moſt unjuſt Parliament; ar 
that intender regard to the preſervation of his innocent hie ang 
bloud, you will be pleaſed co declare the ſa:d Votes and all thi 
whacſoever depending thereapon,co be null and void, a4 indeed 
they ate in Law in themſelves, to free your Petitioner from his 
preſent infamous and burthenſome im i onmem; ta caute Sit 
Arthur Haſlerig to reſtore him his eſtate, which by force of the 
foreſaid unjuſt Votes, or ſomething theteupoa depending be bath 
5 moſt unjuſtly, cruelly, and coverouſly taken away from him, his 
r wie, and children; and added it to his valt and haſtily got. 
ren eſtate, in theſe late woful and miſer . ble ruining ennes . Alſo 
that you ll pleaſe to order, from ficſt to laſt, x legal re-heuring 
of the Cauſe, which occ aſioned your Petitioners afliſting, in com- 
pla im sagainſt Sir Arthur Haſlorig, and the Members of che Com- 
mine 


* 


5 CEE. | 
dirt of Kuberdaſhen Hall, and that his Uncle Mr. George £4l- 
"and che other Tenants co Mr. Primare, may be pat in the 
condition and poſſeſſion) of the Colliery of Harroton ( being 
thing in queſtion) that they were before Sir Arthur Haſterig 
zybis will and pleaſure, without all ſhadow of Law or Ordinance 
Apſliament. by force and violence diſpoſſeſſed them, that fo the 
1 Collety may not by Six Ard leer Haſlerig's cunning and power - 
glincerelt be ſold for 2 Delinquents; whereas indeed and in 
h it is noc hing leſs, but really and truly is the real proprieties 
ſons alwayes well · afſected to the Commonwealth of Eng- 
und; At which hearing, if you pleaſe to grant it, he doubts not 
ing of the faid complaints,were not without great compu'ſive 
| cauſe, and that Sir Artbur Haflerig. ind the Men bers of 
Committee, may be left free to tlie Law to ſee for their le- 
remedy chere for any wrong they c:nceive your Peritioner 
Fi done them, and that he may not be abridged of the like li- 
gꝛinſt them, And all others whatſoever,that he zpprehends 
pach dealt with him contrary to Law and Juftice .T heſt things ke 


humbly prayeth may be ſpeedily effected, accer ding to the preſſing ext. 


ney of the occafim and that you wil not be with hela from affording 


t 

1 [uftice aud this your juſt pro: ethion , through any ſuggeſtion: 
ſuchi⸗ I hs turbulency of ſpirit, Which his powerful eAdverſari: s 
10 i io have been alwayer read) to caſt nyo him neither conſe 
ng bus: uffe rings nor provecations. Jufficient to diftr att rhe W/e t 
if men, Which ne ver yet tram ported im un juſtly er illegally to vi7late 
ru Peace or [afery. And cherefare he doth with confidence in a! 
liver. that for this 20 years tog ar her he never begun a quar- 
rel er conte With any man is the world that he can remember bur 
wa alvv aye; forced aud compelled for his own refer varios, to- np 
1 Zacke os Of ze in all conteſts he bath ever ben ingacet a. 

the (rfl +4; of h priblihs and e ætraerdin cy cruel ſuffirings, 10 
ths howr ad yet hath ale ges been an earneſt prof {ſor of a 10 74. 
ni and moderate acc mι,ðẽpt ion in al ba troubles, er coatefts ; 
which being le berte conflanily refuſed by bis pott Adverſavics ; 


„ pewer full protettion and f oodueſſe of the Lord ſehovah, his own 


_— and his co ant adhearing*'re the G 754 Ol fan James! 
Los-. 
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ngland rhe badge? of Freedom 25 they are truly called 


ut to make it evidently to appear that bis afſi ting in tle ma- . 


(6) 
iu the Late Parliaments Declaration of the 17 of March 
almayes kitherte, with Honour and ſafety, brought Fr ; bay 
unte theſe, that commonly accuſe him te be atrowblar of Es! 44 
he can truly, and Al axd with 4 good and cle conf ted, 
a-[wer them as | oneſt Eliſha did Wi: ted Ahab; when he g 
for a treublar of Iſrael, unto Which he anſWered; I have is 
bled Iirael, bus tles ara thy Fathers Fowſe, in that Jou 3 
ſaken the Commandments ef tle Led, and thus haft follows - 
alim.an1 chat yors Will not be hundred through any (u(pitions . 
pliance with Cbatls Stuart, or his P. / @ pcyſexans ingredem th 

lis a derſariet have alwayes in readine fſ, te Caft inte hi; Dig: 
" they knoW it at falſe 4. Hell, and beleive net themſelves in 2 , 
wachavilian report ) y Petutoner p ofe ſſion as in the Preſencesf 
che Led his preſerver, beſore Whom be kno: he mt render fig 
accompt of the ſeereteſt and cleſeft of his actions that be returned in. 
1% bis nat ite Country with no Worſe reſelntion to the rae and Va. 
verſal wel f. ir thereof then he engaged ct the firſt in the late 5c l. 
wents quarrel againft the late King; and With a ſeriows reſuluie, 
to live privately and civilly upon his own, wit ben: ie medling * 
any other Furs; and that Wheat [ls verty ſorver be bath taken 4, 
cauſe, or company with any oppoſite party beyond the Seas, yet be a 
ws tbe leaſt flagered in bis fidelity to the canſe of liberty and fra 
that be fo engaged in; and wewld cbuſe rather to dye then ty 4 
thing ſo direfly oppoſite to his cerſcierce and aer f anding, and 
the true welif aire ef the Lund of but nanvity. 

Tow petitioner carne bat belizwe the im pet of Gol av firm 
Within and amen ſt yew, earneſtly and vehemently preſſing yours 1 
in this Caſe te your Petitioner. 45 you world be done ww in 
the like condition. Oh d Chriftiuns qui nei not that geod Spiry; 
aud bus Deliverance cannot be far of ;and honer andiniter your 
felwt? at the fir it begin xing 0 1 * 10 * of the — people of 
England, a: the late Parliament or bow — erf did at tber fy 
4e Anno 1640. be in the vin e dert of their fnting ma, 

4 „arne, zealesr heæiy work 10 fetch bewe the exiled, andy 
. r the Captive, and ſer the eppreſſed free, lieb 2 f 
Civ difireſſe is the late Wars With the King Was a a {wrt and we. 
1. u. erable forild aud — "_ there. 

os MH 1 3 a 4 I 5 3. 
-- 5, oo THR, I Y — Pe: itioner ſhall ever priy, c. 
Le JOHN LILBURN, 
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ur place, I nuſt declare to the Re ider, that very good 
ligence cels m:, chat yeſter. nig' it very late, when the Gran | 

jgry s al maſt j iyde i and tired by the molt illegal, and unj ait 
cannica! Combination of the ſaid Fohs Fowke, Lord Myjor of 
1 William Steal, Recoreer of Londen, ante Marſhail of 
GY (wich fis Under llwes.) and Eamond Pri leaux, Attout- 
rr Gene rat and his blo »d thurity Agents. have moftülegaliy for- 
eiche Grand of firſt Jury to finde the BI of dict nent, u an 
— read A T of Bin ihmenr, ag iinſt che ſaid che Le{>mrae E q; 
onthe mit falſe and untr g 2: tis of the ſatd Muſhall of 14 
pt an; ſame of hrs ſernants, Under catch poles or (]ives, whit 
ce to th s effect. win. Thit John Lilourne, the fore mentioned 
p-ti-ioner, did conf-f> to the ſaid Lord Mayor of Len den at his late 
em mitting, that he was that fob» Lilburn me ant in che ſud unjuſt 
\4of B mſhront; Which is the molt falſeſt thingia the World, 
1 Mt. Juſtice Hoore, Mc. Thomas Prince, and divers othei honeſt 

ſons, nen preſent at all the piſcourſe Wit h che Lord Mijor and 
a ientlv able to juſtifie it: the ſud % Lilburne in ali his diſ- 
courſes, diſavo Wing. that he is not in the leaſt the man mentioned 
iathe ſaid Act. ; : 

An; ſurther, the Reader is to know, that this preſent Tutſday 
dor und the ſaid Marſhall, being queſtioned by ſome of Mt. Lil- 
vel trends, for his Roguetry and falſe ſwearing againſt him, did 
fo but arily ſay, that he was forced, compe fd, os threatencd there- 
ao; therefore. good Reader, judge ſeriouſly of che moſt blood- 
chulty alice of the abnve-ſaid Conſpirators, and their chiefeſt ſet- 
den on a;aratt poor Maſter Lillurms life, who, at the moſt, if he 
were che man meant inthe ſaid Act of Baniſhizent, it is bur a poor 
copliſh Fellou, who may expect in reaſon more favour then a 
dorch Traitor: and what favour one of them hath had, thou 
nuck petceive by readingeheſe true lines following. 
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Mid. fl. 77 Examinaten ef James Sybbald, Doffor of Divinity, 
1. 1%, Gr. day of Iannaty, in the year of our Lord God 

1. „%, Richard Powell, a4 Jofias Berners Eſq; 

[we Ihe uſtices of Peace for the County of Middleſex. 
Onfefſern himſ:1: o be by Nation a Sc, and to be bora in 
Benhelme, in ĩ dr ounty of A{garnes in Scotland, about the 
yeai of out Lord God 16020, Con; 


1 ——v.... 
Conſeſſeth, that he hath no Icenſe eo be ia E * 
cent his codſtint reſidence ſince he lately teturned od ex 
inis Clerk. nwell, Aſidaleſex, / here he » 


hath been * 
Goſpel for about tweaty years paſt. | en Preacher of hy 


Middx'fl. To the Keeper of New-Prifon at Clirky | 
n Depwty. | * en, & b& 
E fend you herewith the body of Lines 1 
Win Scot, and — 9 804 Dodo 
ont licenſe, contrary to an Act of Parliament, 4g "Land With. 
by wh.ch AR the ſaid offerce is made Treaſon 1 9 = "Ms 1655 
fore dete tn him in your ſaſe Cuſtody, umili by due 

, he ſhall b-deiivered. And this ſliall be yeut W. 
ſirch e Zavnery, 1651. f 
1 . Ric 


F Monday 29th, of March, 165 1. 
At the Countil of State at White · hall 
— 64. / be baile Wy 
— Hat r Fibbeld be baile4, he entting in 
and bond for himſelf, and two — — of quake 
hundred and fifty pound; the Condition to de, That he malte 
reſponſable to Juſtice, and that in the mean time he mala | 
Thing prejudiciall to the Common-wealth, and the Kee 54 
New · priſon is to bring the ſaid Doctor $5bbeld with his * 
forthwith to the Secretary of the Council of State, thereto g 
ſecuriy, a8 a@reſaid, and cho ſhall be his Warran! wad ag 
Ciſcharge. , 
'  -£272, Signedin the Name, and by Ordey of the Crane 


&. 
> 
TY, ; DE 
x” Tek 45 of Stare, appointed by Autho i. 
| Ve Joha Lite, 1 J 
| To Mr, Dodſon, Keeper of the New priſen, 3 
9 | Sir Arthur Haſlerick procured the Doctor, Jula 


was the ousiy man in it to folleW it. emen, 4 


Now the great God of Heaven and Earth judge inpmulhy bs 
wum Mr. £:/barne, and his great 755 Periecutons, 
| FINIS. 8 
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